Small Boat Seamanship Training

If you want participate surface patrols with the Coast Guard
Auxiliary, you need to complete the training required to be a
qualified Boat Crewmember. Here is how you go about that.

Frequently Asked Questions:
1. What daes the Member Training Program do for me?

a. It provides a training pathway to prepare you to become a boat
crewmember that can serve on afloat patrols. Further training can learn to
certification as coxswadni.e. patrol boat skipper.

2. What sort of afloat atrols can a boat crew qualified member go on?

Venue patrols (maritime safety checks of our area of operation)
Regatta patrols

ATON patrols (inspecting maritime aids to navigation)

Derelict patrols (inspecting known abandoned vessels for evidence of
sinking or leakage of oil or gas)

Training patrols (patrols wherein trainees learn and demonstrate their
competence in the required steps of training)

SAR patrols (Search And Rescue patrols)

Maritime safety patrols (e.g. evaluating a reported possible dil spil
Training with active duty and reserve Coast Guard and Navy personnel
Miscellaneous others
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3. How do | get started?

a. First, you must become BQ (basic qualified) that means that you have to
take an approved boating safety class. If you have not takdmna class,
speak with your FS@E, who can tell you what classes are available
locally, where and whei€lick Here To View All Boating Safety
Courses currently being offered in D5N.

b. For more information on Boating Safety Courses codtastt Malzone
FSOPE.

4. What is the next step in getting boat crew qualified?

a. The elemets of the training include textbook work, practical dockside
and/or afloat training, selissessment exercises, review of selected topics
with a mentor who will certify on a sigoff sheet that you know the
material and a final evaluation of your knowledge capabilities by a
Coast Guard Auxiliary Qualifications Examiner.

5. What materials do | need?

a. The Coast Guard will provide you for free a CD with all of the training
material (boat crew and coxswain) on it. The reason that the CG will give
you a CD nstead of the printed version of the manual is that the CD costs
the Coast Guard 20 cents while the printed manual costs the CG $40!
Unfortunately, training material on the CD prints out to over 1000 gages
which will choke your printer!

b. The Small Boat Samanship Manual has been rgublished by
International Marine/McGraw -Hill (re -titled "Small Boat
Seamanship Manual) and have made it available online through
Amazon and Barnes and Noble.The content is identical to the Coast
Guard manual. The editor isRichard Aarons and the ISBN is 07-
146882X. A new copy sells for $20 with a variable selection of used
copies available for less.This book is identical to the official Coast
Guard training manual but more compact and less expensive. However, it
doesnot include the sign off sheets needed to certify that you have passed
each required step of learning.

c. You can purchase this manual at:

http://www.amazon.com/SmaliBoat-SeamanshipManual-Richard-
Aarons/dp/007146882X/ref=pd sim b img 1
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d. The signoff sheets for the boat crew qualifications must be printed off the
CD onto your printer or can be obtained fraviiliam Castagng FSO
MT. See Boat Crew Trainingppendices and enclosufesm
http://cgauxsurfaceopss/manuals.htrfor more information.

6. Fine. Now how do | get the training?

a. There are two ways. You can attend the Boat Crew Academy that will be
held in spring. At the conclusion of each session, you will have the
opportunity to get signed off on tistudy material present@édassuming
you know the material!

b. http://www.5nr.org/downloads/forms/2008 BCQP_Reqistration_Form.pdf
Use the link above to download the 2008 BOGeew Academy registration
form. All openings for the District Crew School scheduled at USCG.
Training Center, Cape May in the first week of June 2008, have been
filled at this time. If you would like to apply for Standby, you should send
your request tdSO-MT, Bruce Long, 8 Oak Avenue, Delhaven, NJ
082513211,dcpO08@comcast.nétrough your Flotilla Commandeiphn
M. Fisher

c. An alternative is to meet &itnes of mutual convenience with a mentor
who will review the material stipulated in the sigfi sheets with you.
Such a mentor must be a currently qualified boat crewman or coxswain.
Contact FSeMT, William Castagndor more information.

d. A combination of the above also works. The key thing is to meet all of the
training requirements and demonstrate your mastery of the material.

7. What if | attend the Boat Training Academy but miss some days?

a. See question #6, paragraph c, to arrange fuopkeaining. This will be a
common problem and makss will be easy to arrange.

8. After | become a boat crewmember, how do | advance to coxswain?

a. The procedure is the same except that the breadth andadeip¢h
required material to be mastered is much greater.

b. In addition, a member must have served as a boat crewmember under
orders for no less than 28 hours to be eligible for advancement to
coxswain.
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9. | have a boat. After | become boat crew quaddi, can | function as the
coxswain (i.e. the skipper) of my boat on a patrol?

a. No. On every patrol, the crew requires a currently certified coxswain who
is in charge. However, traditionally, the boat owner drives the boat during
departure and docking.

10. What about uniforms?

a. Training that is underway under Coast Guard orders require that the crew
be in appropriate uniform with the required personal protective equipment.
Appropriate uniform means either the ODU or long tropical blue
uniforms. Steel toe lmts are recommended but not required for the
Auxiliary. Dark colored sneakers or boat shoes are acceptable.

b. During dockside training or afloat training that is not under Coast Guard
orders, the uniform is recommended but not required.

c. See your FlotillaMaterials OfficerDan Fuchdor information about
obtaining uniforms and personal protective equipment. All Staff Officer
contact info is on the roster faittp://www.ratlines.com/Flotillal1607.htm

11. How long does it take to become boat crew qualified?

a. That all depends on how you do it. It you attend the Boat Crew Academy;
four months on mostly weekend work should do it.

b. It you earn yar qualifications by working with individual mentors and
work hard, you can become qualified in a few weeks. Coxswain
gualifications take much longer to complete.
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12.Do | have to be boat crew qualified to go on a patrol?

a. Not usually. An individual who ig/orking on his/her boat crew
gualifications can go along as a trainee once they are BC and pass the
swim test. There are a few exceptions such as operational exercises with
the active duty/reserve Coast Guard and/or Navy.

13.What is TCT and how do | get &htraining?

a. TCT stands for Team Coordination Training. Itis an all dayo@r,
course taught by the Coast Guard and its Auxiliary staff to all active duty,
reserve and auxiliary members. It specifies the principals needed to work
closely, effectivelyand harmoniously together as a boat crew or an
aircrew. Completion of this training is required before a person can be
certified as a boat crewmember.

b. TCT is taught during one day of the Boat Crew Academy and at other
selected times during the year. Aeshour TCT refresher class is required
for all coxswains and boat crewmembers every &8 TCT Power
Point Presentation

c. All boat crewmembers and xewains must take an annual Operations
Workshop. Click the links for th@perations Workshop 2008
Facilitator Slide Notesand2008 Operations Workshop PowerPoint
Slides

14.What is ICS training and how do | get that?

a. ICS 100 and 700 are two online courses offered by FEMA on their web
site. They stipulate how the Incident Command System is intended to
function at the time of a local, regional or national emergency. An
Auxiliarist must pass the online courses before he/she can be certified as a
boat crewmember.

b. Coxswains must pas€$ 200 and 800 as well. It is worth remembering
that the Coast Guard Auxiliary is the only volunteer organization that
serves under the command of the Department of Homeland Security.

c. TheEEMA training site has at Eraining includingiICS-100 1CS-200,
IS-700 and 1S800courses

15.How often are patrols available?

a. The summer time is the busiest time and patrols are frequent. The current
plan for 2008 is to have at least as many patrols as needed to assist the
Coast Guar@nd to meet all training requirements for those who want to
achieve and/or maintain their boat crew and coxswain certifications.
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16.Who do | contact if | have further questions about the small boat seamanship
training program?

a. Talk to your Flotilla Membef raining Officer,William Castagndor
more information.

17.1s this going to be fun?
a. You bet. You will learn a great deal about boating, you will contribute to

the safety and welfare of the beagicommunity and your country, and
you will develop some great friendships along the way.

Like Anything Else, You Will Get Out Of It What You Put Into It!

Semper Paratus
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